Dear Dave, 


1 1/26/92 


Today, officially the day for giving thanks, as every day has been for tie for years, 
is one on which have h bit more cause for it b^bause of the results of 'my^^urol^gical 
checkup at Johns Hopkins. The new wonder drug I've been on f or '-three months, at $1.75 
per minuscule pill A lias worked! I go intbt this to report and because it can be important 
for all men to know, prostate problems being that commonplace as they (Accumulate the years. 

And even the out-patient surgery for it can be dangerous. The husband df the woman 
friend who has been driving us there recently almost bled to death at home after he 
had what is known as a TtlRP, slang, a roto— rooter job. I had thromboses after mine. \ 

The size of the prostate is reduced to about normal! When I bid the TURP tissue 
the weight of an egg was removed from the inside of the prostate, more than its normal 
size, bp, although from other symptoms the urologist's pronouncement may be a bit optim- 
istic, that is indeed good news. 

<«id it was not all. There is another test referred to as a flow test. The doctor 
was ecstatic over mine. The chart was normal and the rate, I've forgotten what it refers 
to, mine 17*, is fine because for my age the norm is only 6. And although until I was 
put on thi3 new medication I was there monthly (,!' ve been on it three months) 1 now do 
not have to see him again for six months! 

Last week, as I think I reported, the Doppler on my feet was a significant improve- 
ment. It pleased the ch^xf of tvansplant and cardiovascular surgery very much and he was 
obviously pleased when he explained it to me. 

Last week I picked up their monthly publication and sent you copies for your two 

doctors— to-be on the chance oorae of its contents might be of interst to them. Yesterday 
j. . WVM* 

got their quarterly magazine I'll send because some of interest Lis is she is acceped 

to intern there. The lead article is on cheinging medical education, the second on the 

really beautiful new outpatient center for people like me. 

On page 10 it reports that the really wonderful human being who did the heart surgery 
on me. Dr. Bruce Reitz, has getee to Dave's medical school, where he came from, to head its 
cardiothoracic surgery department at Stanford's children's department, bn the chance L aV id 
has him fof an instructor or meets him under other circumstances, this story. 

When I returned for the first checkup after the heart surgery and was sitting in the 
lounge waiting for my transportation, a young mean/uith an inf; in t was sitting next to me. 

We got to talking. Reitz had s*ere her little boy's life by giving him a new heart when he 
was only three weeks old! And the infant was thriving! She'd been delivered at another 
Baltimore hospital where the heart defect was discovered. They transferred . her and the infant 
to xi opkins immediately. Reitz told her what to do and to be piipw ini prepared to rush 
there as soon as he phoned. It was 'fisftPf ast , of course, when the baby was only three 
weeks old when he phoned her. ^e gave it the heart of one six Months old. 



Two pages later it reports that Dr. YJalter J*. Stark, described only as professor of 
opthalmalogy and actually the chief of its corneal service, "is the recipient of the first 
Walter J. Stark chaxr on Opthalmalogy," whatever that means, bfkt it seems that someone 

V_>- - - ' 

had done something in his name, ^e is the one who at my request asked those who go over 
&ie applications to pay closer attention to ftavid's on the basis of the opinion I offered 
of him as a person, fie also told ? me that his own daughter had not been accepted at Hopkins. 

He was the first of my now many fine experiences there> When he learned of my blood- 
- _ Cc crtJrtUAJ but/ 

plotting problem he had me adnitfp d not as an eye— surgery patient by as a hematology 

patient, ^hich is how I met that rare man the interns refer to as "the guru" who has 

referred rao to so mahy there for so many things I might not otherwise had enjoyed. 

When #eitz was the ch^if of cardiac surgery at Hopkins he cane to my room the night 
before the operation to persoMally inform me about it. That is the only time in my many 
experiences that the surgeon himself did that, tin all other occasions a nurse gave me the 
release to sign and nobcioy explained anything at all to me. 

Also bearing on the unusual kind of place ^opkins is and the to me unusual displays 
of this by so many people is what happened yesterday when, after reading the article on 
the new coffee bar in the new outpatient building in the monthly I sent you last week 
we were there yesterday, having time before my appointment.! wanted to try their hazelnut 
coffee that, as the publication said, is only 55 d a cup. |il and x both liked it very much. 
We also like the bran muffins, simply enormous and delicious. So, when I went up to the 
bar to get one for the hushand of the woman Who drove n 6 , one of the two men volunteers 
running it - who were having a ball and making everyone else happ’&iefc? because of it - 
said to the other ""Here's the rooster again." Remember that hat jfciz got for you and me, 
the Hooster $un General Store hat?I ' d told Hil as soon as wexiajcxt sat that those two 
volunteers - the bar is run by the woman's board, all volunteers, the profits going to its 
work —that those two men having so good a time were obviously retired professionals. So, 
when X told him that I wanted wne of the muffins to take home, he asked me, fWhere aafat 
is home?" I (bold him. His response was "I used to know Benny Shuff." There was no time to 
ask him how buf when I saw another copy of the /Monthly I looked at that story again. The 
man is the husband of the wokan who is chairman of the committee that overseas the shop and- 
"former chairman of the board at %gnet bank" and a regular volunteer. !gwo mournings a week. 
That is how he knew Benny Shuff, who was when t knew him in the '50d“and ' 6 Q 3 the head of 
out Frederick bank. .. .Those two men were having a wonderful time and I think that when 
men fetaski like them^olunteer for such work it representsjhow they feel about that hospital. 

I think it is unusual. 


We'll give additional thanks tctflay when til bakes the turkey we got for 29d a pound! 

Most of which she'll freeze. She has begun to get her voice back, too. After 5-6 wAeks! 
Cause for more thaiOcs....And the phone company hqd our Caller ID conncected because out of 
r A.'rr™ 'Kn 4 -+nn nnH learned that there had been a .call from a phone„ where the 
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